
                 119

     Scientific Annals of Polish Society of Animal Production - Vol. 7 (2011), No 4, 119-129

Problems connected with hyperactivity and  
bad behavior of dogs of different breeds

Angelika Dąbrowska, Jacek Zawiślak,  
Natasza Święcicka, Dominika Gulda

University of Technology and Life Sciences in Bydgoszcz,  
Department of Horse Breeding and Fur Animals;  
Mazowiecka 28, 85-084 Bydgoszcz

The aim of the performed investigation was to determine the level of hyperactivity and bad 
behavior of selected dog breeds. The numbers of the analyzed animals were as follows: in 
total 471 individuals (items), including 400 pedigree dogs qualified to a particular group ac-
cording to FCI and 71 crossbreed dogs. The observations were carried out in a dog owner’s 
house or neutral places (parks, forest glades, veterinary clinics). According to “bad beha-
vior” (category A), the greatest aggression towards humans was observed within the dogs 
from groups I and II (37.4% and 40.9%, respectively). The dominating breeds were: German 
Shepherd, Rottweiler, Staffordshire Bull Terrier (medium and large breeds). In category B 
– the highest hyperactivity was observed in the dogs from group I, group II and group VIII. 
In category C – the greatest problems according to hyperactivity were spotted for small bre-
eds, for example: Dachshund, which was characterized by intense barking and howling, and 
defecation in the house. Further breeds to be mentioned for hyperactivity are: Cavalier King 
Charles spaniel and Yorkshire Terrier. The smallest number of problems was caused by big 
breeds (within the range of 1.8-2.6% of the investigated population). It was confirmed that 
the most common disorders in the population of medium and large dogs were in the following 
order: aggression towards humans, aggression towards other dogs and pulling the leash; 
however, small dogs showed the greatest hyperactivity.

KEY WORDS: breed of a dog / behavior / hyperactivity / dog age

The estimated population of breeding dogs in Poland is close to 400 000 individuals 
and mongrels about 7 millions [7, 8]. Along with such a big population of animals both in 
the countryside and the cities, the problem of hyperactivity and bad or aggressive behavior 
may appear not only among the mongrels but also breeding dogs. 

There are many kinds of aggressions [1] and they have different basis not only a ge-
netic one. Defensive dogs and sheep dogs are generally speaking more aggressive, the 
aggression of terriers is found on the mean level and the accompanying dogs show lower 
excitability and malice [4]. A tremendous impact on the positive or negative behavior of a 
dog is exerted by the owner of an animal [2, 12]. 
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The basis of solving the problem connected with bad behavior might include the modi-
fication of reaction by supplanting one reflex by another and inculcating of a new behavior. 
And what is more, a patience and calm must always be preserved. A problem noticed in 
time enables to lend the dog a helping hand by the owner, by going to the vet or a dog 
trainer [9]. 

The aim of this paper was to analyze certain forms of bad behavior of dogs.

Material and methods

The research material comprised dogs in the number of 471 individuals (including 400 
breeding dogs classified in the suitable group of FCI and 71 mongrels). The research was 
carried out in the years 2006-2008 and all of the analysed dogs (304 ♂ and 167 ♀) came 
from Kujawy-Pomerania province. The data for the investigations were collected from the 
formal “animal register cards”. The information contained in these cards was obtained on 
the ground of the interviews with the dog owners. The main sections of the card were as 
follows: address data, reported problem, history of the problem, therapy plan and course, 
control visits as well as observed effects.

The observations were performed at the owner’s house – 216 or on a neutral ground (in 
a park – 62, a glade – 80 or a veterinary clinic – 113). On this basis, a division into three 
categories was carried out: A) problems originated from bad behavior (aggressiveness to-
wards people, towards dogs or a nervous behavior), B) lack of control over a dog (jumping 
on people, disobedience, pulling the leash), C) problems originated from the nervousness 
of a dog (destroying objects, dirtying in the house, barking and howling). The above cate-
gories of disorders were set according to breeds (FCI) and their percentage share in parti-
cular categories was determined. The analysis concerned also the impact of an age (three 
groups: junior, adult, senior) and the body weight (in kg) on the unacceptable behavior.

Results and discussion

The research comprised 47 dog breeds (400 individuals) and a group of mongrels (71 
individuals) – Table 1. Group II (12 breeds) was the most numerous in terms of the re-
presented breeds according to FCI, however in terms of the number of the investigated 
individuals, the most numerous were breeding dogs in the first group – 99 individuals, 
the second group – 88 individuals and the third group – 85 individuals. On the basis of 
the conducted research, we can see that in terms of bad behavior (category A) the biggest 
aggression towards people was recorded in the dogs from the first, second, third and fourth 
groups (respectively: 37.4%; 40.9%; 38.1% and 83.3%) – Table 2. Alsatians, Rottweilers, 
Staffordshire Bull Terriers and Dachshunds were mainly dominating. Particular aggression 
towards other breeds was revealed by Alsatians, Rottweilers and Dobermans. In case of 
mongrels, the aggression towards people and dogs occurred on the level of 31.0% and 
50.7%. Karpiński et al. [5] showed the aggression of mongrels towards other dogs in 47% 
of the investigated individuals. Cichoń [1] proved that the majority of cases of aggression 
towards people can be cured by the behavioral therapy but we shouldn’t forget about the 
genetic background of the majority of unacceptable behavior. 
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Fig. The behavior of dogs in relation to the body weight
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Pulling the leash is one of the most often occurring troubles that the owners of dogs 
often come across [3]. From the observations of the authors we can see that over 26% of 
dogs have these inclinations (Table 2), and the biggest coefficient of the lack of control 
over the dog (pulling the leash) characterized the dogs from the first group – shepherd dogs 
and driving dogs. 

In the category C, the biggest problems connected with nervousness occurred in the 
group of Dachshunds (group IV) for the trait “barking and howling” (91.7% of the rese-
arched individuals) and in the group of accompanying dogs. The dogs belonging to these 
groups had also high rate concerning the trait “dirtying in house”. Each dog can be trained 
and should be trained because it is necessary to correct functioning in relation with people 
and it is also necessary for the correct psychological development, feeling of security and 
self-assurance [10]. 

When analyzing the size of dogs (the body weight) and the age range of dogs in years 
2006-2008 (Table 3; Figure), it has been shown that dogs of small breeds (0-10 kg) caused 
problems with vocalization (barking and howling: 33.0% of the researched population), 
especially Dachshund was a noisy breed. Such behavior might be a symptom of boredom 
and chronic stress [11]. On the second place in this group of dogs, the problem with dir-
tying in house (20.7%) occurred. The defecation and urination during the absence of the 
owner might be the symptom of the separation fear or lack of cleanliness training. It is 
rather rare to be related with the medical problems connected with infection of the urinary 
tract, diabetes mellitus or renal failure [6]. 

The dogs of mean and big breeds cause many problems with aggression towards people 
(respectively: 22.5% and 21.2% – Table 3) and aggression towards dogs. In these breeds, 
there has been observed a relatively high percentage of the lack of control over the dog 
showing typical hyperactivity, especially pulling the leash and getting away of the leash 
(from 17.3% to 18.3% of the investigated individuals). 

In the researched population the most numerous groups were at the age from one year 
old to several years old (adult group) independently on the body weight of animals. Their 
share ranged from 67.3% to 80.8%.

In the researched population of dogs the most aggressive, in relation to people and 
animals (dogs), there were found German Shepherd Dog (Alsatian), Rottweiler, Stafford-
shire Bull Terrier (dogs of mean and big breeds). The dogs belonging to small breeds were 
nervous and hyperactive what was manifested in barking and howling especially in the 
group of Dachshunds, they also dirtied in house. On the basis of the conducted research 
we can draw conclusions that the dogs of big breeds were characterized by a bad behavior 
and hyperactivity and it indicates that they should be directed to the basic training of this 
group of dogs.
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